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visited that territory, he displayed admirable good will, hut
without giving any encouragement to separatist tendencies.
Gurko and Drenteln, the Governor-Generals of Poland,
during Alexander Ill's reign, showed the same spirit. They
ruled firmly but justly, avoiding religiously all jingoistic
measures of hatred and intolerance. The results fully jus-
tified this policy, for the Poles were loyal in those days and
they still revere the memory of Alexander III and his gov-
ernor-generals. Had this noble-hearted Emperor lived in
these times, he would have surely risen in wrath against the
mad persecution of all those Russian subjects who do not
share the blind and blatant patriotism of/ the Black Hun-
dreds.
Unfortunately for Russia, Emperor Alexander Ill's
reign was comparatively short. His health began to fail
him in the late 'So's. He appeared pale and anaemic. On
Easter Sunday of 1894 an incident occurred in the Winter
Palace which superstitious people regarded as a foreboding
of evil. It is customary for the Court to hold a grand levee
during the morning of that holiday. All the electric lights
in the palace went out suddenly on this occasion and it was
necessary to go through the ceremony by candle light By
this time the Emperor looked seriously ill and he grew
gradually worse, especially after the catastrophe at Borki,
to which I have already alluded I had my last interview
with His Majesty during the Summer of 1894 when I re-
ported to him regarding my trip to Murman. At this meet-
ing his haggard appearance made a heartbreaking impres-
sion upon me, for I worshipped his personality and was
attached to him with profound devotion.
The Emperor's disease was undoubtedly aggravated by
his extreme antipathy to medical treatment, a very common
characteristic among the members of the Imperial family.
The famous Moscow professor, Zakharin, who was sum-
moned to St. Petersburg, pronounced His Majesty was